



Hazards and Risks


In the workplace there are many things that can cause accidents, injury or illness if they are not recognised and made safe.  You will need to be able to spot these things and take steps to make sure that they do not cause a problem to you, your clients and other staff.

What is a hazard?  

A hazard is a thing that could cause an accident or injury. 

What is a risk?

This is the threat of something dangerous happening because of the hazard.

For example: a skincare delivery has arrived and the boxes have been left lying around reception.

The hazard would be the boxes left in the way

The risk is the chance that someone could trip over them and hurt themselves.

How you can help

Be aware! There is a saying, ‘an accident waiting to happen’ this means that there is a hazard which is likely to end up causing an injury or accident if it is not made safe.  

All staff must to look out for these hazards at all times.

Below is a table giving you examples of hazards and the risk involved
HAZARD                                                                                                         RISK

Too much rushing, lack of concentration                   Bumping into people

Badly fitting carpet or flooring                                      Tripping up

Highly polished floors                                                       Slipping

Overloaded trolleys                                                           Furniture tipping over

A light bulb that has gone                                               Accidents because of poor light                                                                                                                          

Carrying tools in the pocket of a uniform                  Cuts or wounds  if someone bumps into you                                                                                                                                                  

Carrying too much at one time                                      Unable to see where you are going 

Electrical leads trailing on the floor                              Tripping over leads,                                                                                            

Loose or frayed electrical leads                                     Possible electric shock or risk of fire
Breakages or spills not cleared up instantly               Cuts and slipping

Unsterilised tools                                                                Cross infection
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